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Congratulations and Welcome!

You have made the commitment to join a powerful group of IU students, staff, and youth development professionals who are all part of the Journey Fellowship at IUB.  This promises to be an exciting year of personal and career exploration and we’re glad you’re on the Journey with us.

The time is fast approaching for our retreat together.  As you know, on Friday, September 28, we will all meet for the first retreat at Bradford Woods, a beautiful retreat complex that is a part of Indiana University and located about 45 minutes from campus.

Our agenda will be focused on two things (a) building your own community with your fellow students and staff and (b) learning about all of the requirements and opportunities the Journey Fellowship has to offer.  Don’t be surprised if you learn some things about yourself and about the field of youth work while we’re at it…after all, that’s what this whole year will be about.  And an extra bonus is that the ISU Journey students will be having their retreat on the same dates at Bradford Woods so you will have a chance to connect with these Journey Fellows too.  
In case it was unclear: this retreat is free to you.  Your costs for this retreat (with the exception of any minimal costs to get to or from Bradford Woods) are entirely covered.  The purpose of this fellowship is to invest in you…so don’t worry about money…all major expenses of the fellowship program will be covered.
We will eat all our meals together (they will be provided) and our agenda will extend from the morning into the nighttime.  There will be the occasional hour or two of free time, but for the most part, we will be spending time with each other.  Do not schedule or plan to attend other activities during our retreats.  You really will not have the time.  (
The purpose of this letter is to (1) remind you of the date and times, (2) let you know the location, and (3) give you a heads up about what you might need to bring for the weekend.

So let’s take them in order.

(1) TIME:  Our retreat is from 5 PM Friday, September 28nd until Sunday, September 30th at 3 PM.  It is important that you make arrangements to arrive at Bradford Woods prior to 5 PM so that we can begin on time (e.g.-leaving IU at 4 PM).  We will be carpooling to Bradford Woods and will meet and leave from a central location on campus.  The time (approx. 3:45 pm) and the location will be sent to you in a separate email.  (Please see the related questions we need your response to at the end of this note).
(2) PLACE:  Bradford Woods is a wooded retreat complex managed by Indiana University, but located in right off of Indiana Highway 67 (you shouldn’t get lost in the woods trying to find it.)  The best directions and map can be found at their website:  www.bradwoods.org
We will be staying in heated group cabins, which means (a) it will be warm and (b) you will be bunking together in bunk beds that have a mattress on them (c) shower and bath facility is shared by two sides of a large cabin (There is a men’s cabin and a women’s cabin).  We will have a separate larger room that will serve as our meeting and eating space.

(3) HEADS UP:  Part of our retreat will be outdoors and we will be walking from our cabins to our meeting space every day.  And…it is fall.  Which means, in Indiana, the weather could be anything.  If it is 85 degrees and sunny…we will have a great time outside.  If it is 50 degrees and raining…we will still have a great time…part of the time outside.  Therefore…bring layers of clothing and outdoor gear that you can play and stay warm / dry in.  Be prepared that it could be cool inside and hot outside.  Our retreat doesn’t require special gear, just clothes that allow you to be cool / warm and comfortable both inside and out.

Also…since we are not staying in a hotel, think “camping,” and bring toiletries and sleepwear appropriate to staying in a group cabin for a couple of nights. Bedding will be provided, but if you have a favorite pillow, blanket, sleeping bag etc. you could bring that as well.  Remember to bring anything that will make your stay more comfortable.

Reminders:

· Please check your email regularly in the days before our retreat.  If there is any last minute information we want to get to you…it will likely be in your email box.

· Bring your insurance information to complete the medical emergency form.

Have a great weekend, and come September we’ll “see you in the Woods.”
The Journey Fellowship @ IUB Staff






